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ENFGR’WM FON STATE OF COMNECTICUT
. SUPERIOR COURT

T Any Pro,cer OF;éer of the State of Connechcut
By AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT, you are hereby commanded to arrest the body of ‘hﬂ w;*hm named

accused. ("X"all that appiy)

[ 1 A. Accused is ordered to be broyght before a clerk or assastant erk of the Super_ior Court.
[] B. Accused is notentitled to bait. :
If A, B or both are checked abigve, you shall wlihout undue de!ay brlng the arres{ed person before the cIerk
. or assistant clerk of thie Supenor Court for the geograph;cal ared where the fo' nse. is alléged fo. have been
- committed, or if the clerk's oﬁ"ce is not open, (0 4 cgmmumty correctional centar within said geographf
. @rea, of the nearest.comMmunity: correctlonai oenter |f g su fch center exists "ographlca%_:area -0
the .Gorrectfonal Institdtion; as the cage may be EXTRADTT:QN OUNDA LISHED:

hin-named accused and read the
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ARREST WARRANT APPLICATION STATE OF CONNECTICUT FOR COURT USE ONLY

JO-CR-B4EL Rev.10-04-
 CG5 §5a2a SUPERICR COURT j e
Pr. Bk, Sec. 36-1, 36-2, 36-3 W\'\l’W’.jUd.StatB.Ct.US Supporting Affidawts Sexled
dves Owno
AGENCY NAME AGENCY NO.
Office of the Chief State’s Atftorney Pl105-034
HAME AND RESIDENCE {Town) OF ACCUSED COURT TO BEHELD AT {Town} G.A NO.
Vincent Palmeri North Haven Meriden 7

APPLICATION FOR ARREST WARRANT

TO: A Judge of the Superior Court

The L.nders:gned hereby applies for a warrant for the arrest of the above named accused on the basis of the facts se

forthinthe ... [Xx] AFFIDAVIT BELOW. IX]  AFFIDAVIT(S) ATTACHED.
DATE AND DATE osecutorial TYP INT NAME OF PROSE/{UZJNG AUTHCRITY
SIGNATURE | /3 /007 @zﬂ (A, (Ei% m/
4 AEFIDAVIT

The undersigned, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

. The undersigned affiant, Inspector Douglas Jowett, is a sworn member of the Division of Criminal Justice (DCJ
1ssigned to the Public Integrity Bureau in the Office of the Chief State's Attorney. The affiant has over nineteen yeas
:xperience in the field of law enforcement and criminal investigations. At all times mentioned herein, the undersigned wa
wting in his official capacity as a member of the aforementioned agency. The following facts and circumstances are relate
rom personal knowledge and/or observations and includes information related to this affiant by fellow law enforcemer
»ificials, state and municipal agencies, and prudent and credible witnesses.

! During the month of November, 2004, the Public Integrity Burcau received a phone message on its corruption tip lin
lleging misconduct on the part of Joseph lerardi and his wife, Patricia. The caller stated that Mr. Ierardi is the director o
he North Haven Community Services and Recreation (CSR) Department, and his wife is the assistant director. Tw
dditional calls regarding Joseph and Patricia lerardi would be received on the corruption tip line during the months o
Aarch, 2005 and November, 2005, respectively. The calls mentioned above alleged Mr. and Mrs. lerardi abuse thei
uthority by embezzling cash, misusing grant money, double-billing, falsifying mileage reimbursement reports, anc
alstfying overtime reports. During the month of December, 2005, the Public Integrity Bureau received an anonymous lette
lleging illegal conduct on the part of Joseph and Patricia lerardi. The letter alleged misappropriation of town funds
wcluding the submission of bogus overtime reports and the embezzlement of donations, including cash, made to the Nortt
[aven CSR Department.

On 06/07/06 the affiant researched the North Haven CSR department on the Town of North Haven's internet posting
.ccording to the on-line posting, the agency operates a comprehensive program of social and recreational services available
»all North Haven residents. Certain programs are funded in part by state and federal monies. CSR programs are operatec
ut of the town hall annex located at 5 Linsley Street as well as the Senior Center located at 189 Pool Road.

<Y
gefBferk Comm_ Sup. CF, Notary Bublic?
M /1,/“
~ FINDI

The foregoing Application for and arrest warrant, and affidavit(s) attached to said Application, having been submitted to
1d considered by the undersigned, the undersigned finds from said affidavit(s) that there is probable cause to believe that an
fense has been commitied and that the accused committed it and, therefore, that probable cause exists for the issuance of a
srrant for the arrest of the above-named accused.
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ARREST WARRANT AFFIDAVIT INSTRUCTIONS STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONTINUATION PAGE The jurat is to be completed for each page of the affidavit. SUPERIOR COURT

ID-CR-642 Rev. 10-04 The prosecuterial official and judgefudge trial referee are to date

C.G.5.§54-2a " and sign or initial each page lo indicate that they have reviewed it.;

Pr. Bk. Sec. 351, 36-2, 363

NAME AND RESIDENCE {Town) OF ACCUSED COURT TO BE HELD AT (Town) |GA NQ.

Vincent Palmeri North Haven Meriden 7
AFFIDAVIT

The undersigned affiant, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

4. During the month of June, 2006, the affiant interviewed a concerned citizen, hereinafter referred to as CC. The C
stated that he/she was aware of illegal conduct on the part of Joseph and Patricia Ierardi, but would only provide informatic
on the condition of anonymity as Joseph Ierardi is vengeful and politically connected in North Haven. The CC stated th
Joseph Terardi has been the Director of the North Haven CSR Department for over twenty years. That during his tenw
Mr. lerardi has taken advantage of his office by funneling money and goods to himself. According to the CC, lerar
routinely embezzles gift cards which are donated to the office by townspeople. The CC stated that gift cards are donat:
with the intent to be redistributed to the needy in North Haven, however, Joseph Ierardi and his wife take the cards ar
surchase goods for themselves. The CC also stated that Patricia Ierardi routinely submits overtime slips for hours n
awctually worked. The slips are then approved by her husband, who, as a department head, is ineligible for overtime pa
The CC added that cash donated from CSR sponsored fund raisers is rarely deposited into a town account, but kept t
loseph Ierardi. The CC stated that Mr. Ierardi operates his department with impunity because he is feared by other tow
fficials.

i. On 11/16/06 the undersigned, along with Inspector Richard Walsh, interviewed Cheryl Munro, Joseph Ierardi
.ecretary, at her home in North Haven. At the time of the interview, Ms. Munro had been recently placed on administratis
eave following a criminal arrest. Munro was asked a series of questions regarding the office practices within the Nor
Javen CSR department and specifically, Joseph and Patricia Terardi. Munro stated she worked in the office for 20 year
she described Joseph lerardi as a bully and a thief. Munro stated she never witnessed him steal anything, however, st
ioticed things that didn't seem to be “...on the up and up.” Munro said she was in charge of processing Joseph Terardi
nileage reimbursement reports, which contained apparent bogus entries. According to Ms. Munro, lerardi rarely left tt
ffice, although he frequently submitted claims, and was subsequently paid for, travel around the state.

. On 01/18/07 the affiant, along with Inspector Richard Walsh, interviewed Joseph and Patricia Ierardi at their office i
Jorth Haven. Mr. and Mirs. Ierardi were interviewed separately, starting with Joseph. Mr. Jerardi was advised the Publi
ategrity Bureau was investigating he and his wife for possible criminal violations. Mr. lerardi was presented wit
llegations previously described in this affidavit. He denied any wrongdoing and made two references to being aware th:
1e allegations against him were made by Cheryl Munro. When asked who was filling in for Cheryl Munro during he
bsence, Mr. Ierardi stated that he had recently re-hired a retired employee on a per-diem basis {Carol Blanco). Mr. Ierarc

ras advised that other CSR employees would be interviewed and documents would be collected.

atricia Ierardi was interviewed immediately after her husband. Mrs. lerardi was advised the Public Integrity Bureau wa
wvestigating she and her husband for possible criminal violations. She too denied any wrongdoing. With regard t
vertime, Mrs. lerardi stated that she works overfime from home “pretty much on a weekly basis.” When asked if othe
nployees worked overtime from home, she said that they did not. Mrs. lerardi was asked why she could not work overtim
ours from the office. To this, she said she did not like being in the office alone after hours (the North Haven Polic
iepartment is situated directly across the street from the CSR office). When asked who was filling in for Cheryl Munrc
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ARREST WARRANT AFFIDAVIT INSTRUCTIONS STATE OF CONNECTICUT

" CONTINUATION PAGE The juratis to be compieted for each page of the affidavit. SUPERIOR COURT
JD-CR-84a Rev. 10-04 The prosecutorial official and judgefjudge trial referee are to date
C.G.5.§542a and sign or initiat each page to indicate that they have reviewed it.,
Pr. Bk. Sec. 35-1, 36-2, 36-3
NAME AND RESIDENCE {Town) OF ACCUSED COURT TO BE HELD AT (Town} |GA NO.
Vincent Palmeri North Haven Meriden 7
AFFIDAVIT

The undersigned affiant, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

Mrs. lerardi stated that Mary Ann Santora had taken on Munro's responsibilities (Joseph Ierardi never mentioned Mary Ax
Santora's name). Mrs. lerardi was advised that other CSR employees would be interviewed and documents would t
collected.

7. Immediately following the interviews mentioned above, the affiant and Inspector Walsh went to the North Have
Finance office. Finance Director Vincent Palmeri, date of birth 10/16/41, was advised of this investigation. He was furth
advised that documents would be requested. Mr. Palmeri stated that he would assist in the investigation. He added th:
financial transactions concerning the CSR department were “transparent,” and he suspected no wrong doing on the part ¢
Toseph or Patricia Ierardi

3. On 01/19/07 the undersigned contacted Mary Ann Santora. Ms. Santora stated she has been employed as a secretar
with the CSR office for about ten years. She explained she assumed the duties of Cheryl Munro shortly after Munro wa
slaced on administrative leave in November, 2006. Ms. Santora stated she was aware of illegal activity on the part ¢
Joseph and Patricia lerardi, and would cooperate with the Public Integrity Bureau's investigation. Santora stated that sh
1as suspected Joseph and Patricia Ierardi of embezzlement for years. Ms. Santora stated that shortly after taking over Chery
viunro's duties in November of 2006, she was approached by Joseph and Patricia Ierardi. According to Santora, Josep
erardi, in the presence of Patricia, told her (Santora) that since she was now the “office supervisor” she was eligible t
:laim 6 hours of overtime per week. Joseph lerardi explained that he was allowing her to put in for the additional pa
»ecause there was no pay raise available to her in the budget. Santora stated that she believed Cheryl Munro and th
wevious secretary, Carol Blanco, had a similar arrangement with the lerardis. Ms. Santora stated that since she assume:
he responsibilities of Cheryl Munro, she was privy to more information as to possible improprieties on the part of th
erardis. As a result, Ms. Santora started to keep copies of questionable documents, including a two-page trave
eimbursement sheet she recently processed for Joseph lerardi totaling $397.39. Additionally, she had written down recen
vents she considered questionable, including the conversation between herself and the Ierardis concerning the overtimu
rrangement. Santora said she would provide the affiant with any documentation she had. Santora also stated that following
1e affiant's interview with Mr. and Mrs. lerardi on 01/18/07, Joseph Ierardi approached her and instructed her to say she
ad worked overtime from home if questioned by investigators. The affiant asked Santora if she would be willing to mee
nth Joseph and Patricia Ierardi while equipped with a surreptitious recording device. Ms. Santora agreed to this.

. On 01/23/07 at about 7:45 a.m., the affiant, along with Inspector Richard Walsh and Inspector Janice Kmetz, met Mary
xnn Santora at a pre-arranged location. She was equipped with an electronic audio/video recording device. A
pproximately 8:20 2.m. Santora was followed directly to the CSR office where she entered and requested a meeting witk
»seph and Patricia Ierardi. The recording depicts an approximate 30 minute meeting between Mary Ann Santora, Josept
rardi and Patricia Ierardi, in Joseph's closed office. The video does establish images of both Mr. and Mrs. lerardi. Upon
atering the office, Ms. Santora advised Mr. and Mrs. Ierardi that she was contacted by investigators who asked about office
ractices including overtime. Below are excerpts from the meeting:
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

ARREST WARRANT AFFIDAVIT INSTRUCTIONS
SUPERIOR COURT

CONTINUATION PAGE The jurat is to be completed for each page of the affidavit.
JD-CR-bB4a Rev. 10-04 The prosecutorial official and judgefjudge trial referee are to date
C.G.S.§54-2a and sign or initial each page fo indicate that they have reviewed it.;

Pr. Bk. Sec. 35-1, 36-2, 36-3

COURT TO BE HELD AT (Fown) [GA NO.
Meriden 7

NAME AND RESIDENCE (Town) OF ACCUSED
Vincent Palmeri Horth Haven

. AFFIDAVIT
The undersigned affiant, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

Joseph lerardi (JI): (Whispering) There's two things that you're going to have to justify before we even start that. That's
your forty hours... and overtime. Be honest. Can you say for the most part, 'l work thirty-five (inaudible) I'm in at 8:30, i
leave at 4:307" Teli'em that, 'But then I.do other things. | may come back and do bifling.! Are you comfortable with

that?
Mary Ann Santora (MS): |just don't want to lie.

Continuing:

JI: Listen. Listen to me. ...1 don't know how comfortable you are with this stuff... ya say, listen, 'Anything 1 couldn't get to,
I got to on my own time and put in for it...!

MS: it's lying, though. Itis lying. That's all I'm saying. it's lying. | don't want to put myself in the position to lie. | mean, |
don't know how they're going to direct the question to me. The other thing they asked me about last night too, that they

were going to discuss with me is the travel sheets,
JI: That thing is gone. You've never done a travel sheet for me.
MS: The travel sheet, the one | sent to Finance?

JI: Gone. Have you ever done a another travel sheet besides that one?

MS: No | havenr't.

JI:O.K. Soyou just say, 'lt's gone.' | rescinded it.

MS: O.K.

JE It's gone. From there it's gone. From here it's gone. It doesn't exist. Did you put a copy anywhere?

MS: | had a copy yesterday in the; remember | told you | had a copy in my folder somewhere that you told me to shred?

JI: And you got rid, alright, that's done. There is none. There is no, you, you can honestly say, 'honestly, M've never done
travet for him.'

PL 'l don't handle travel. 'va never handled this travel.” Cause there's a whole folder.- It's nothing you've done. It's
Cheryl, It's what Cheryl has done.

JI: And. And. They over there, have been told my whole history on travel. Palmeri, Kevin, Jeff.

). On01/26/07, the affiant and Inspector Richard Walsh met with Vincent Palmeri at the North Haven Finance
fice. Mr. Palmeri stated that he would continue to cooperate with this investigation and would make other documents

his is paged of a7 page affidavit.)
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'ARREST WARRANT AFFIDAVIT INSTRUCTIONS STATE OF CONNECTICUT

' /CONTINUATION PAGE The jurat is to be completed for each page of the affidavit. SUPERIOR COURT
JD-CR-64a Rev. 10-04 The prosecutonial official and judgedjudge trial referee are to date
€.G.S. §54-2a and sign or initiaf each page to indicate that they have reviewed it;
Pr. Bk, Sec. 35-1, 36-2, 363
NAME AND RESIDENCE {Town) OF ACCUSED COURT TO BE HELD AT (Town} |GA NO.
Vincent Palmeri North Haven Meriden 7
AFFIDAVIT

The undersigned affiant, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

available upon request. Mr. Palmeri turned over two boxes of copied documents previously requested by the affiant.
Palmeri was asked if he had spoken with Joseph Ierardi about this investigation, following the interview of 01/18/07.
Palmeri said he had spoken with Mr. Terardi, however, they did not discuss anything of a “substantive” nature. Among
the documents turned over by Vincent Palmeri were copies of travel and expense vouchers submitted by Joseph Ierard
from 09/01/05 through 08/31/06. Missing, was any documentation for travel reimbursement covering 09/01/06 throug
12/31/06.

11. On 01/30/07, the affiant and Inspector Richard Walsh met Mary Ann Santora at her home in North Haven. At tha
ame Ms. Santora was interviewed in detail conceming her knowledge of improprieties on the part of Joseph and
Patricia lerardi. Ms. Santora turned over to the affiant several documents, including a copy of a travel and expense
soucher submitted by Joseph Ierardi covering the pay period 09/01/06 to 12/31/06. The document consists of two
rages and claims mileage reimbursement totaling $397.39. Santora stated that she was given the original document by
foseph lerardi. Santora explained that she coded it, copied it, and sent the original sheet to the Finance office for
rocessing, on or about 01/17/07. Santora said that following the interview between the affiant, Inspector Walsh and
he Ierardis on 01/18/07, Joseph lerardi instructed Finance Director Vincent Palmeri to destroy the document. Joseph
Uso instructed Mary Ann Santora to shred any copy she had. Suspecting the document was bogus, Santora kept her
:opy. This particular document is referred to in the recorded meeting between Mary Ann Santora and the Jerardis on
11/23/07, where Joseph lerardi remarked, “that thing is gone.”

2. On02/01/07 the affiant and Inspector Richard Walsh interviewed Josephine Landolfi at her home in North Haven. Mz
.andolfi1s the accounts payable bookkeeper for the North Haven Finance office. Landolfi was asked about funds receivabl
nd payable relating to the (CSR) department. She said that over the years she questioned certain requisitions submitte
vy Joseph Ierardi, however, she was always told by Finance director, Vincent Palmeri, that the paperwork submitted by “Jor
" was fine. Landolfi was asked about a travel and expense voucher submitted by Joseph Ierardi covering a time period o
9/01/06 to 12/31/06. She said she did remember the original document, which consisted of two pages. She stated she dic
ot remember exactly when the document was received. Landolfi was shown a copy of the document in question. She
ositively identified the travel voucher as being a copy of the original that was submitted by Mr. Terardi. Ms. Landolfi saic
1at upon receipt of the travel voucher, she forwarded the document to Rose, the office personnel manager, per norma
ractice on invoices under $1,000. According to Landolfi the document was in Rose's folder awaiting approval when this
westigation was made public. Landolfi said Rose refused to sign off on the document and advised Landolfi to have
‘incent Palmeri sign it. Ms. Landolfi then put the document in Vincent Palmeri's folder to be signed. Ms. Landolfi statet
1at early in the week of 01/21/07 she was approached by Vincent Palmeri. Palmeri asked if Landolfi had a travel expense
oucher sent over by “Joe 1L” She advised him that the form was in his folder waiting to be processed. At this point, Mr.
almert asked to see the document because he had just gotten off the phone with Joseph Ierardi. Palmeri told Landolfi tha
[r. Ierardi instructed Palmeri not to process the form. Landolfi asked Palmeri why the form was being rescinded.
ccording to Landolfi, Palmeri responded that the form “is probably bogus.” Landolfi handed Vincent Palmeri the original
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ARREST WARRANT AFFIDAVIT INSTRUCTIONS STATE OF CONNECTICUT

.CONTINUATION PAGE The jurat is to be complieted for each page of the affidavit. SUPERIOR COURT
JD-CR-64a Rev. 10-04 The prosecutorial official and judgefjudge trial referee are to date
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Pr. Bk. Sec. 35-1, 36-2, 36-3
NAME AND RESIDENCE (Town} OF ACCUSED COURT TQ 8E HELD AT {Town) |GA NO.
Vincent Palmeri North Haven Meriden 7
AFFIDAVIT

The undersigned affiant, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

form and never saw it again.

13. On 02/09/07 the affiant and Inspector Richard Walsh interviewed Edward Swinkoski at his home in Wallingford. I
Swinkoski has been the Comptroller for the town of North Haven for the past 2 % years, working out of the Finance offic
Mr. Swinkoski volunteered suspicions he had with the financial operations within the North Haven CSR departme
Swinkoski was asked about a recent travel and expense voucher submitted by Joseph Ierardi, and rescinded following tt
investigation being made public. He said he remembered the document in question and did see the original. Swinkos
was not sure of the exact date the original was submitted, but never saw it again following a conversation between Vince
Palmeri and another office worker, Josephine Landolfi. According to Swinkoski, Josephine Landolfi told him that Palme
said the document was being rescinded because it was bogus.

14. On 03/12/07 the affiant and Inspector Richard Walsh interviewing Carol Blanco at her home in North Haven. M
Blanco stated that there was information she had, which she did not share initially, because she was afraid of retaliation 1
losephlerardi. Ms. Blanco said that occasionally, she completed travel and expense vouchers for legitimate travel relatir
o her duties, however, she remembered that on two occasions Joseph Ierardi completed a false travel and expense vouch
n her name. He presented the form to Blanco to sign. When the reimbursement check came over from the Finance offic
3lanco cashed the check and then handed the cash to Joseph Ierardi. She did not know what became of the cash. In
yrevious interview, Cheryl Munro supplied the affiant with copies of two travel and expense vouchers from 1996 and 199
“written by Joseph lerardi but in Carol Blanco's name.

5. On 03/20/07 the affiant and Inspector Richard Walsh interviewed North Haven Finance Director, Vincent Palme
“he interview was conducted in his office. Palmeri was reminded of the fact that he was advised on 01/18/07, that the Publ
ntegrity Bureau was conducting a criminal investigation involving Mr. and Mrs. lerardi and that documents would t
equested. He acknowledged this. He was further reminded that on 01/26/07 he was asked if he had spoken with Josep

srardi about this investigation, and that he had replied “yes,” but they did not discuss anything of a “substantive nature.
'almeri acknowledged this as well. Palmeri was asked about travel and expense vouchers submitted by Joseph Ierardi ft
1 year 2006. Previously, the affiant had requested copies of all travel vouchers submitted by Ierardi in 2006. The affiar
dvised Palmeri that the records he provided omitted a travel and éxpense voucher for the last quarter of 2006. Mr. Palme
1en explained that employees don't have to submit a travel voucher every month. The affiant then told Palmeri that thi
westigation revealed that Joseph Ierardi did submit a travel and expense voucher to the Finance office for September, 200
wough December, 2006. Palmeri was asked where the document was. He said that he did not know and that the Publi
itegrity Bureau received whatever was available. He said that if there was no travel voucher available in the account
ayable folder, than one did not exist. At this point Palmeri was advised that the investigation revealed he rescinded th
ocument at the request of Joseph Jerardi, following the January 18" interview of lerardi. Palmeri denied this. The affiar
ten showed Mr. Palmeri a copy of the travel voucher in question. At this point he became visibly nervous. Palmeri wa
sked again where the original document was. He said he did not know, however, at this point he said there was one othe
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. 'ARF.EEST WARRANT AFFIDAVIT INSTRUCTIONS STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONTINUATION PAGE The jurat is to be completed for each page of the affidavit. SUPERIOR COURT
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The undersigned affiant, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

possibility. He then picked up several pieces of paper from his desk in front of him. He said the papers were a “file”
items related to this investigation. Among the papers was the original travel and expense voucher in question. Palme
could not explain why he had the document, only that one of the girls in the office must have given it to him. When it w:
pointed out that he was intentionally concealing the document from this investigation, he denied this. Palmen said that 1
did not intentionally withhold the document, although he had no explanation as to why it was in his “file” of paper
Palmeri was asked if the girls in the office make a regular practice of giving him Joseph Ierardi’s travel vouchers. He sa.
this was not the case, however, he could not explain why it was done in this instance.

16. Based on the facts and circumstances presented herein, the affiant believes probable cause exists, that Vincent ]
Palmeri, date of birth 10/16/41, did conspire with Joseph ferardi, to conceal from this investigation, a travel and expens
voucher he (Palmeri) believed to be bogus. That the normal processing of this document would have resulted in a chec
o lerardi for $397.39. That these acts are in violation of Hindering Prosecution in the 3™ degree as defined in CGS 53a-16'
I'ampering with Physical Evidence as defined in CGS 532-155, and Conspiracy to Tamper with Physical Evidence :
lefined in CGS 53a-48 (53a-155). As such, an arrest warrant is respectfully requested.
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